
June 4, 1958 

Dear Erict 

After having leti&laylow for month8,we finally got around to 
doing same experimante on ths effect of periodate, etc. on E. ooli 
mating (with tb suspioion that muoopolysaccharides should play an 
important role in the apeoificyt of conjugation). 

Surely enough, proper concentrations of periodate will difforentiaU.g 
inactivate the fe&ilitywaction of male cells, without killing them 
or inactivating female oelle. 'Ma is an important lead, a& aside 
fraolits theoretical importance, wears alreadytakingadvantage of 
the observation as a technique for more accurately controlling the 
mating procrees. 

So of opurae I went to look for the MS sample that I wae sued had 
arrived after gour letter of February 26, and that1 would have put aside 
tiU. I could get to usa it. But I can't find it, nor can I find any copy 
of an acknowledgment that I would certainly have sent you. If you 
have had no aaknmlsdgment of it, I must asrmplb it never did arrive. In 
any case, I wonder if you could help us out again, as this now became8 
quite an exaiting issue for us ! I will have to try to dig some up more 
locally too, but I'm sure you hsve the best material that could be 
gotten anywhere. 

If Gus hasn't iwmn it yet, our paper came out in NaWre for Uay 17, 
which just arrived here. I'm hoping to hear from him that he r-eived 
some uulturee fromusl 

Joshua Lederberg 


